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:\Ir. Hildreth then entered the em
ploy of Hobbs, Brockunier & Company 
as bill clerk and was afterward started 
on the road as a salesman, in which 
capacity he continued until 1888. At 
that time he associated himself with 
James B. Russell in the glass business, 
which they carried on successfully at 
Fostoria. Ohio, for about six years,un
<ler the name of the ~ickel Plate Glass 
Company, in which ~Ir. Hildreth served I 

as secretary during that time. In 1894 I 
he severe(1 his connection with the con
cern and a little later acted as secretary 
of the Beaumont Glass Company for 
one year. He had previously been con
nected with similar enterprises at Pitts
burg and Dunkirk, Indiana. For the 
past few months he has not been in 
active husine~s. 

~r r. llildreth was united in matri
mony with Sarah Catherine Turner, 
of "'heeling. who formerly lived near 
Wilmington, Delaware. Her father 
died in ~Iaryland when she was a child, 
and she remo\'ed to \ "heeling at the 
early age of q years, and has since 
reside(1 there. To :\Ir. Hildreth and 
his wife one son was born, Eugenius A. 
who is 22 years old. Eugenius A. 
Hildreth is a graduate of Linsly In
stitute and Lehigh College, and is now 
studying medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia; he will 

probably take a special course in 
surgery. 

. The subject of this sketch is an 
ardent Repuhlican in his political 
action. He and his family are devout 
members of St. ~Iatthew's Protestant 
Episcopal Church. His residence for 
the past four years has been at \V oods
dale. where he erected his present com
fortable home. 

HUGH M. SIMMS. 

HCGH 1\1. SnD1S, a well known 
young attorney ann business man of 
[I untington, \Vest Virginia, was born 
in Putnam County, West Virginia, 
~Iarch 10, 1879, and is a son of How
ard T. Simms and a nephew of H. C. 
Simms. counsel for the Chespeake & 
Ohio Railway Company. 

Howard T. Simms was born a few 
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erable consul of the ~lodern \Vood
men of .-\merica Lodge at Huntington, 
the highest position of the local loelge. 
Both he and his wife are members of 
the Fifth 'Avenue Baptist Church. 

WILLIAM GUSTAVUS CONLEY. LL. D. 

\\"ILLl.UI (;CSTA \TS CO~
LEY, LL. n .. a well known practic
ing attorney tlf K ing'\\'ood. Preston 
County. \ \" est Virginia. a memher of 
the law firm of Conley & Smith, of 
Parsons. \Yest Virginia. and a promi
nent politician of the State, was horn 
January ~. Ii«i(i, in Preston County. 
West Yirginia, and is a son of Will
iam and ~Iary (Freehurn) Conley. 

\\'illiam Conley was also a lnti\'e 
of Preston County and was a well 
known citizen, He engagee} in teach-

ing school. later was interested in con
tracting, and at one time was eleputy 
sheriff of Preston Cuunty. He served 
with the rank of major in the State 
militia. His religious connection was 
with the :\Ieth()(list Church. !\lr. Con
ley died when his son William Gus
tanlS was but a lad. His wife, :\lary 
Freehurn, was born in Scotland and 

, came with her parents to the Cnited 
States when eight years of age.-they 
resided for a time at Philadelphia, but 
later moved to \rest Virginia. ~Irs. 

(:onley died in 1&)0. at the age of 82 
years, leaving six children: :\Iary J., 
John A., Edwanl B., Ella, William 
(;ll"ta \'lIS. and :\1 attie. 

William Gustanls Conley received 
his eclucation in the common schools 
of Preston County and \\' est Virginia 
C ni\'ersity at :\Iorgantown, being 
graduated in law at the latter institu

tion in I R<)J. with the clegree of LL. B. 
.-\ fter his admission to the bar, he be
gan practice in the fall of 1893 at Par
s. 'ns. where he continued until his re
moval tu his present home at King
wood, in ICj03. He was admitted to 
practice in the Federal courts and is 
the attorney for the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad Company. In January, 
1903. he formed a law partnership 

II with Charles D. Smith. under the firm 
name of Conley & Smith, at Parsons, 
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\Vest Virginia, v,,·here he still retains 

an office. On April 2, 1903, the Nash
ville College of Law, of ~ashville, 

Tennessee. conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 
His political affiliation has always been 
with the Republican party and he has 
long heen regarded as one of its lead
ers in the northern part of the State. 
In 1891 he was elected county super-

tee. He is a faithful and appreciated 
party worker. 

On July 14. 1892. Mr. Conley was 
married to Bertie I. ~lartin. daughter 
of Samuel and Harriet J. ~Iartin. 

She was born ne:lr Kingwood. June 
20, 1873. ~lr. and ~Irs. Conley ha\'e 
had a family of four children. and of 
these, Lillian and Donald. the eldest 
and )Ollngest. sUr\'ive; Willie and 

intendent of free schools of Preston :'Ilarian are deceased. ~I rs. Conley is 

COllnty, and in 1896 was elected pros
ecuting attorney of Tucker COllnty, 
an(1 was re-elected in 1900. During 
his residence in Parsons. he served a 

nl1mlJer of terms on the City Council, 
and was honored by an election as 
mayor of that city. :'Ilr. Conley has 
taken a "ery active part in the vari
ous campaigns and has almost con

stantly sen'e(1 either as a delegate or as 
a member of some important party or
ganizat ion. Ile was made assistant 
secretary of the national convention at 

St. Louis that nominated the late Pres

ident :'IIcKinley in IX()O; was t\\,ice a 
delcgat(' to the national C()\H"ention of 
thc Republican League Cluhs; was six ' 
years chairman of the Rcpublican Ex
ecuti,'e Committce of Tl1cker County; 
and i41r sc\'eral years was a mcmher of 
thc Rcpl1hlican Congrcssional Commit
tee.--:'II r, C<lnley is at present serving 

as a~sistant secretary of this cot1lmit-

a member vi the :'Ilethodist Church, 

and :\Ir. Conley of the Preshyterian 
Church. He is an Odd Fellow and a 
Knight of Pythias. 

MILLARD F, SNIDER, 

:'IIILL\I{D F. ~:\I\)ER. an at
torney-at-Iaw of Clarkslmrg. \\'est 
Virginia. has for some years past been 

-.. ---
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that city. He sold his home in \V est 

Union to Lewis Maxwell. one of the 

wealthiest citizens of Doddridge 

Connty. who now liyes in the house 

that :\lr. Sn d commenced 

the erection ce at Clarks-

hurg in ~lay remove(1 his 

office. altho lily did not 

move until fall. H is expectations were 

more than realized; when he located at 

Clarksburg he found new clients ready 

to employ him. ,\mung them was his 

friend and C. Sprigg 

Sands. cashi 

nank. who 

ofticials to e 

sel. and w~. 

ers' ~ ational 

ced the bank 

s their coun

tal in many 

ways. until removed hy death, in as

sisting Ollr subject in his new field, and 

was {",'er his faithful friend, He was 

also employed by several other cor-

porations an 

still retaine(1 

has a nice) 

mostly well 

izens. and is 

sel. He now 

clients are 

IS. some of 

them wealthy. and numerous corpora

tions. He devotes himsel f almost ex

clusively to chancery anti civil prac

tice, corporati"n law sharing largely 

therein: hut he has also hecn cngaged 

in a few im» al cascs. He 

not IInly ha, 

the Circuit c 

sel in no les. 

e practice in 

sheen coun

es in the Su-

NIA 9 

preme Cuurt of Appeals, 16 of which 

have been decided, and of these his 

clients gained 12 and lost four. One 

of the Cl<;e<; that was gained in the Su-

rt of the Sta d 

)reme Court 

after briefs 

by the plail 

d 
s 
r, 

without ha ,'ing the case heard and de

cided. 

Finding that it was not desirable to 

live alone, on October 4. 18<)2. he was 

marriage \\ h 

laughter of t e 

J, Stuart, \\'h y 

TOminent la\\ t-
nty. Their s 

heen blessed \\'ith one child, Virginia 

,\nn, a hright and charming little girl 

now nine years old, 

Their home is situated on the north 

st ~lain stre s 
'Quality II ill. 
idence sectio 

lot so costly y 

ha ,'e one among the 1110st heautl ful 

places in the city. 

:\f r. Snider is simple in his hahits, 

and admires plain and unpretentious 

pcople and has an espccia1\v high re-

eople who are 0 

( lIlt'st WI Irk. n 

man who is 1 
remuneratim d 
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able farm in Doddridge County, of 173 
acres, which she inherited as a part of 
her father's estate, which Mr. Snider 
looks after and grazes. He is inter
ested in the development of the State 
and the improvement of the city of 
Clarksburg. 

R. S. HENRY. M. D. 

R. S. HEKRY, ::\1. D., a promI
nent physician and surgeon of Charles
ton. West Virginia, was born May 28, 
1855, in Harford County, Maryland, 
and is a son of Rohert and Susan 
(\Valtham) Henry, and a grandson of 
Col. Robert Henry of the Queen's 
Guards, Belfast, Ireland. He is a near 
relative of the celebrated Patrick Hen
ry on the paternal side, and through 
his mother is descended from the 
founder of \Valtham, Massachusetts, 

the great-great-grandfather being the 
man who established the Waltham 
watch and clock works. 

The father of Dr. Henry was asso
ciated with educational affairs all his 
life, for a number of years was super
intendent of schools in Maryland and 
was noted throughout his State as a 
public speaker. He was prominent in 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and served as grand master of the 
State for a number of years. His death 

I occurred in 1879, at the age of 62 
i years. His widow still survives at an 
! advanced age, and resides with our 

subject, who is the only survivor of a 
family of children. 

Dr. Henry was educated at St. 
John's College, :Maryland, and at the 
I\laryland Agricultural College, re
ceiving the degree of A. B. in 1873 
and the degree of A. M. in 1876, and 
was principal of the Washington 
County College at Hagerstown, Mary
lamt, until 1880. In T 876 he began 
the study of medicine and continued 
his studies during his career as a teach
er, later entering the office of Prof. 
Louis :McLane Tiffany, professor of 
surgery in the University of Maryland, 
at Baltimore. After three years of 
study there, including hospital work, 
he graduated from that institution in 
1883 and then did work of a special 
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nature in diseases of the eye and throat, 
in the hospitals of Xew York and 
Baltimore. In 1892 he took special 
courses in the most prominent hospit
als of England. Germany. France and 
:\ustria. 

Dr. Henry has been a resident of 

to :\ngie Crampton. of Hagerstown. 
~Iarylalld. and they have 'two daugh
ters. Xina and Cora. Fraternally he 
is a ::\lason or high degree. helonging 
to Kanawha Lodge. Xo. 20, A. F. & 

, . \. ::\1.. at Charleston. X ot only is he 
prominent in his profession. but he is 

Charleston since entering the private i also onc (If the le:Hling citizens of 

practice of medicine in I XR~. He is a Charleston in municipal affairs and 
memher of the State !\ledical Society puhlic mO\'ements, 
of \\' est Yirginia. and was president 
of the ::\fedical ami Surgical Society 
of the Kanawha Valley in 1XX7. and 
IS now an acti \'e memher of the 
Charleston :\Iedical and Surgical So
ciety, For a numher of years he was 
<ii\'ision surgeon and medical expert 
for the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
an<l also chief surgeon of the Kanawha 
& ~l ichigan Railway for eight years, 
11 is writings include papers on .. Re

se;lrches aiter II aCllloglohill. " with 
micro-photographs and an original 
method of ohtaining the same. puh
lished in the .l/"ry/alld ,,/ cd ica/ ] ollr

/lit! in I"~3: papers on "Iritis." "The 
l'st> of Cascara." in the "/edical 11 III! 

.\/1 rglca/ N. ,'purl cr. J XX-t. and numer
OllS papers and reports hefore medical 
societies. IIe has taken se\'eral post
graduate courses, OOth in Xew York 
City and in Baltimore. and keeps thor
oughly ahreast of modern thought. 

In 1Xi6 Dr. Henry was married 

COL. THOMAS SIKES. 

COL. TJI()~I.\S SI KES. the 
prcsent city treasurer of II untington, 

\rest Virginia. was horn in 1X30 at 
Portsmouth. Ohio. an<l has Ix'Cn a res
ident of Ii untin~>ton since I Xi 2. At 
the time of his hirth. his father. Re\'. 
Le\·i Sikc". a Baptist minister. was re
siding on the latter's farm in Scioto 
County. Ohio. 



-~-- ---"I 
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trade, and later engaged in the manu
facture of wagons, and followed that 
vocation the whole of his active life. 
His marriage with Martha Galley, a 
-daughter of John Galley, took place 
in "'heeling and they reared three 
children,-two sons and one daugh
ter. In 1832 Joshua Bodley established 
a wagon factory, which he conducted 
alone for several years, when he took 
in Dayid Richards as partner. They 
did business for a number of years. 
Later, in company with Thomas 1\1-
GaIJey, Joshua Dodley established an
other wagon factory, and :;\lr. Galley 
attended to the sale of the product up 
to the time of his last illness. After 
the death of his partner, Mr. Bodley 
continued the business by taking his 
'Son, James \V., into partnership dur
lng the war, and later his son John, the 
'subject of these lines, assisted him in the 
business. 'Cpon the death of the father 
the btt~iness passed to these two sons, 
James \\'. and John, who continued the 
manu facture of \'ehicles under the name 
()f Bodley Brothers until 181)1, Whe!l 
John Dodley retired from the husiness. 
The concern was incorporated about 
that time as the Bodley \Vagon Com
pany, and its location was changed to 
'Staunton, Virginia. This company is 
in successful operation at the present 
time, under the careful and skillful 

management of its president, James 
W. Bodley. 

John Bodley has one sister, :\Iary, 
\vho married David R, Brooks. Her 
husband died several years ago. and 
:\lrs. Brooks lives in Wheeling. having 
a comfortable residence on 15th street, 

ALEXANDER C. BURNS. M. D. 

:\LEX.\:\ DER C. BCR:\S, :\1. 

D., who since 1893 has been one of 
the leading physicians and esteemed 
allel valued residents of Huntington. 
Cabell County, \Vest Virginia. was 
horn in 184~, in \\Tashington County. 
Pennsyh-ania. His parents are lxlth de
ceaserl, but most of the memhers (If the 
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cation, of which he has been a member 
for seven years. Dr. Burns is a valued 
member of the local and State Medical 
Societies and his papers and opinions 
have \\ eight with his brother prac
titioners. Fraternally he belongs to 
the B. P. O. E. 

HARRY K. CRUBB. 

HARRY K. GRUBB, one of the 
prominent citizens of Parsons, Tuck
er County, \Vest Virginia, president 
of the Electric Light & Power Com
pany of this city, and manager at Par
sons for the firm of J. K. ~{osser & 
Company, was born in 1866, in Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, and is a son of 
Albert and Sarah J. (Grim) Grubb, 

the former of whom was born in ~{ont
gomery County and the latter in Le
high County, Pennsylvania. 

Albert Grubb was born in 1834 and 
died in 1892, aged 68 years. For many 
years he was a resident of Philadel
phia and for 40 years he kept a hotel 
in that city. For a long period he 
served as a school director there. In 
politics he was a Democrat. In re
ligion he was a member of the Gernlan 
Reformed Church. Fraternally he 
was a Mason. His wife died in 1876, 
aged 32 years. The two children of 
this marriage were our subject and his 
sister, Annie J., wife of Howard Nais
by, chief bookkeeper for the Philadel
phia & Reading Railroad Company, at 
Philadelphia. 

Harry K. Grubb was well edu
cated in the 3chools of Philadelphia, 
and then went to \Villiamsport, Penn
sylvania, and entered into the employ 
of J. K. ~losser & Company, with 
which great house he has continued 
and is now holding the responsible po
sition of manager at Parsons. \Vhile 
at Williamsport hI! took an active in
terest in city affairs and served as one 
of the school directors, and was a mem
ber of the City Council. Since locat
ing in Parsons, he has been identified 
with the city's interests, and in 1902 
served to the public's satisfaction as 
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clerk's ofiice, where his knowledge of 
form in the preparation of legal papers 
was largely acquired. 

On June 8, 188r, ~Ir. Young was 
mnrried to Belle V. Stealey, daughter 
of L. L. Stealey, of Middlebourne, Ty
ler County, and a niece of ex-Judge 
Thomas 1. Stealey, of Parkersburg. 
Mr. Yonng is the father of four chil
dren : \Vayne, Hattie, Jeanette and 
Jacob Lloyd. He is a l\Iason, Odd Fel
low, Elk, Knight of Pythias and a 
member of the Junior Order of United 
American ~ r echanics. 

REV. NATHANIEL THOMAS FAY. 

H.EV. XATHANIEL THO~IAS 
FAY.-To glance but casually over 
the long and useful life of the vener-

able gentleman whose name appears 
at the beginning of this record, recalls 
some of the most stirring events in 
the nation's history and its most 
wonderful development, while his 
personal achievements have been such 
as to bring him honor and esteem and 
an abundance of sincere affection for 
his declining years. 

Rev. :\lr. Fay, who resides at New 
Cumberland, Hancock County, was 
born November 26, 1813, in Camden, 
Maine, and is a son of Jesse and Lucy 
(Brown) Fay, the former of whom 
was born at Princeton, Massachus
etts, and the latter in Xew Hampshire. 

Silas Fay, the grandfather of ot\r 
suhject, was born in Massachusetts, 
but removed to ~Iaine and located in 
the vicinity of Camden, where he 
bought a large tract of land, a portion 
of which. including the old home, has 
been in the family until recently. 

Jesse Fay, father of our subject. 
was born April 24, 1783 and died on 
the farm near Camden, June 17, 1865. 
having been a farmer in that section 
all his life. He married Lucy Brown. 
who was born October 12, 1780, and 
died August 2J, 1867, and both lie at 
rest in the family plat in the Camden 
cemetery. She belonged to a promi
nent old Puritan family and her broth
ers were early cotton and wool manu-
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tends all ministerial meetings that he 
is able to reach. Despite his age, he 
cherishes the hope that he may be able 
to attend the centennial celebration of 
the Elm Street Congregational Church, 
of Camden, J-.laine, in 1905, which was 
organized in 1805 and of which he is 
the oldest member. He has heen a 

MRS, LOUISA M, FAY. 

strong supporter of the Republican 
party c\'er since its organization, and 
cast his first \'ote fur President Zach
ary Taylor. 

Re\'. Fay was first married on 
Fehruary I~. 1 Rt4. at Falmouth, :\Ias
sachl1setts. to Roxanna \\'oodbury, 
who was a resident of \\'(Jod County. 
Virginia, at the time of their marriage. 

She was a daughter of Re\'. Benjamin 
\Voodbury, an eminent minister of the 
Congregational Church in ~Iassachus
etts and later in Ohio. These children 
were born to them: Ellen, who mar
ried Hen1an McDaniels,-they reside 
in Oberlin, Ohio, while their children 
are being educated; Benjamin, who 
died young; Lucy, who married \\r. 
R. Gillis, an engineer, and li\'ed in 
:\finnesota; Abigail, who married 
Prof. G. T. Jewett, principal of a 
school for young ladies at Xewton, 
Massachusetts; Henry, who studied 
medicine but became ill and went to 
the \ Vest, and now resides on his large 
ranch in California; l\lary, who mar
ried A. Stack wilIer and is now de
ceased; Jessie, who married :\1. H. 
Brundage, now a resident of Russell, 
Kansas; Frederick Brown, who died 
,voung; and Hattie, vocal and instru
mental music teacher at Howard Col
lege, a graduate of the Boston Con
sen'atory, and an accomplished young 
lady, died in young womanhood, and 
.\nna. who was for a time at the head 
of the puhlic schools of :\Iason' City, 
~Iinnesota, and who is married and 
resides there. The mother of these 
children died 1\ovemher 2, 1872. 

The second marriage of ~Ir. Fay 
was to l\lrs. Louisa :\Iaria (Thomp
<.;on) Chapman, who was born at Fair-
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VIew, ck COl irginia 

\Yest \ Irgmia, in 1832, and IS a 

daughter of Dr. Giles S. and JohanOl 
Lamaster (Chapman) Thomps be-

ing 0 

parent 

six ch 

. Thon 
born t 

was Ix 
Canandaigua, X ew York, and in 1824-

removed to Hancock County, this 

State. acher. ed at t 

of 40, is wif e age 
Dr. Thompson's wife was a daughter 

of William Chapman, one of the very 
early s m n Vir . 

comm ~Iar) and en 

1,000 acres of land on which he en

gaged in extensi"e farming operations. 
Mrs. F'lv is the only st1r\'J\'Jng mem-

ber of arents' He 

marria s to m eha 

who at death left two children.-Rose 

R. and John \\'illiam, who reside in 
Hanc( mty. 

CH.\RLES E. JOLLIFFE. cash
ier of the Exchange Bank of ~Ianning-

ton. ~ Coun 'est Vi 

and on e city's Itial an 

resentatl\ e clti7.en~, \\.l~ horn in 18,:,9 

in ~[onongalia County. Virginia, no\\' 

\\' est Vir(Tinia, and I" a "on of ('-l)t 

Olh'er y an( ah (~ 

Jolliffe still re~ ~Iono 

County. aged. respecti"ely, i6 and (l') 

years. 

(. Oliver Jolli s 

born m the county of hIS present resI

dence. anel with the exception of three 
year. .' e in th C ·'1 \\rar h be 

conti y enga farmi cl 
IS on Ie capi of his 
.\t the outhreak of the Rebellion, he en

listed in Company C. 14th Reg., \Vest 
\,irg 01. lnf after g 
main he She ah Val s 

mustered out of the army with the rank 

of captain. Both he and his wife are 

mem f the . list Pr t 

Chur -ight c1 were ° 
them, namely: Ethelbert 0.: Charles 

E.; Jennie. wi fe of Frank R. SlPP; 

William "': Tha 'er 'lelvin; Jose h 
.\.; ( C; at lk C. 

l E. Jul )tained 
common school e(\ucation, and later 

spent three years in teaching. emhark-

ing I a 111 Ie busi t 

Whi '. in galia 
Two years later he rel11O\'ed his husi

ness at \\'hite Day to l'ffington where 

he c( d for t ears. di g 

of it order pt the 1 

of deputy llerk of t Ie l m~uit <.ourt of 
:\fononga\ia County. This position he 

very acceptably fille(\ for two and one-

half from ) I ~88 e 

latte heing 1 teller e 
:\Ierchants' Xational Bank of ~[organ

town. ~lr. Jolliffe remaine(l with that 
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institution until April, 1892, at which 
time he removed to Mannington and 
accepted his present responsible po
sition of cashier of the Exchange Bank 
of ~-[annington. ~lr. Jolliffe is po
s~essed of large means and owns inter
est in coal and oil lands in \Vebster 
and Doddridge Counties. He is also a 
stockholder and a director in the Ex
change Bank of Littleton. He is one 
of the leaders in all public movement,; 
tending to the advancement of his 
section and has been particularly useful 
on the Board of Education in the Man
nington district, which is the largest 
school district in the State, and is serv
ing his second term as its president. 

In 1888 :\Ir. Jolliffe married Sallie 
Yande,"ort, who was born in 1868 near 
~Iorgantown, and is a daughter of 
X icholas and Esther (~I iller) Vande
Yort. Five children have been born to 
this union, viz. : Frank V., Oliver Paul, 
James E .. Charles Byron, and :\Iary 
E!'ther. ~Irs. Jolliffe is a member of 
the ~J ethodist Episcopal Church. In 
politics, our subject is identified with 
the Republican party. Fraternally he 
affiliates with the I n<iependent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of tbe 
~Iaccabees. and the ~Jodern \Voodmen 
of America. The family is one which 
is held in the highest esteem in ~Ian
nington. 

GEORGE ORT. 

GEORGE ORT, the leading mer
chant of Clendenin, Kanawha County, 
West Virginia, was born December 4. 

1862, at Matamoras, \ Vashington 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Conrad 
ami Rosiana Ort, both of whom were 
born nati,"es of Gernlany. 

Conrad Ort was born in 1820 in 
Hesse-Darmstadt and came to c\mer
ica at the age of 18 years. He li"ed 
at Pittsburg for six years and then 
located at ~Iatamoras, \\rashington 
County, Ohio, where he engaged in a 
coopering business. The mother of 
our subject was born in \Vurtemherg, 
Germany, in ) 82R, and was 16 years 
old when she came to this country, lo
cating at Pittsburg. Pennsyh·ania. In 
1859 she married Conrad Ort and they 
moved to )Iatamoras. Ohio, and there 
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M. Swarr, who is a daughter of N. B. 
Swarr, Esq., of Charleston, \Vest Vir
ginia. Three children have been born 
to this marriage: Oli\·ia Ruth, 10 

years old; George Alvin, eight years 
old, and ~Iargaret, a babe of eight 
months. In politics Mr. Ort is a Dem
ocrat. Fraternally he belongs to Ka
nawha Lodge. No. 20, A. F. & A. }'L, 
at Charleston; Glendale Lodge, No. 
78, K. of P., at Charleston; the Dra
matic Order of the Knights of Kho
rassan; Knights of the Golden Eagle 
and the Maccabees. 

trace an authentic ancestry farther in
to the past than can many citizens, was 
born June 27, 1839, ill Cabell County, 
Virginia, now \Yest Virginia, and is :t 

son of John Osborne and ~1ary Scales 
(Bite) Laidley, the former of whom 
was born in Morgantown and the 
latter in Barbours\'ille, Virginia, now 
\Vest Virginia. 

The great-grandfather of our sub
ject was James Laidlaw, of Ayrshire. 
Scotland, who married Jane Stewart 
in August, 1746. Their fourth child 
was Thomas Laidlaw, born January I, 

1756. It will be noticed that the 
original name was Laidlaw, and that 
it became Laidley; the change is said 
to have been made by this Thomas 
when he came to America, because he 
took the side of American colonists. 
the other members of the family re
mained loyal to King George III; to 
distinguish the rebel from the loyal, 
he called himself Laidley. And it has 
t1so been said that in the Ciyil \Var 
there was another of the name that 
took the side of the South, and changecl 
his name back to Laidlaw for the same 
reason; but whether either of the said 
stories are true ones we clo not vouch. 

HON. WILLIAM SYDNEY LAIDLEY. Thom3s Laidley, the grandfather 
HOX. WILLIA:\I SYDXEY of our subject, came to America in 

LAIDLEY, a prominent citizen of Septemher, 1774, landing in New 
Charleston, \Vest Virginia, who can York, and it is said that he was with 
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member, ha ere for that 
purpose. Jo Laidley may 
justly be st) der of :Mar-
shall Academy (now :\Iarshall Col
lege), being one of the foremost citi
zens in having appropriations made 
and contributing time, energy and 
money for the good of the institution. 
I t has been s y his contem-
poraries tha Ian governed 
to a great e religious and 
moral feelin he appreci-
ated refined and educated associations, 
yet anyone who was a sincere Chris
tain was treated with the greatest re
spect. .As prosecuting attorney he was 
a terror to he law. He 
was a Jeffer oerat; a mem-
her of the nvention in 
IX29-30; a . ent of seces· 
sion. and thr y days of the 
,,'ar, a loyal and outspoken Cnion 
man. He was taken ill in August, 
1 R03. and died with pneumonia, but 
the approach of death had no terrors 
for him. an 
on his face. 
manner. of . 
character. al 

with a smile 
Ian of simple 
ts. exemplary 
d the respect 

of the entire coml11ul1tt). The records 
of the State embalm his history in 
their annals and point with pride to 
so eminent a fellow citizen. 

William Swiney Laidley was edu-

he subscripti 
county, it bei 
ts of his fath 

f 

e 
s 

chIldren gl\'en educational advantages. 
He became a student at :\Iarshall Col
lege at Huntington, his attendance 
ending with the beginning of the Cinl 
War. After the death of his father in 

moved to CI U 

the very ahl 
who had mar 
acetta, born d 

was admitted to the bar m 1866. At 
the death of Judge Summers in 1868, 
he was the latter's partner in legal 
practice. Then he formed a profes-

nership with - I. 
ogeman and 
ntil the latt 
R85. ~Ir. 

IS 

n 
a 

working met e 
House of Delegates itl 1872-73. and 
for the past 15 years has been con
nected with the municipal government 
of Charleston, as councilman; he wa:; 

or for two ) 1$ 

I to advance 
ment of the 
g one of the 

y 
e 
f 

the cIty water works and the electric 
light plant. In 1890 he was a candi
date for County Commissioner of 
Kanawha County, and was elected by 
a majority of 1.300. )1 r. Laidley is 
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the able editor of the TV est V irgillia 
Historical M aga:=ille and for a number 
of years has been a member of the 
West Virginia Historical Society. 

In I 869 ~Ir. Laidley was married 
to Virginia Brown, who is a daughter 
of Judge James H. Brown. A family 
of nine children has been born to Mr. 
and :Mrs. Laidley. The religious at
tachment of the family is with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

HON. EDWARD MILLER GRANT. 

HO~. EDWARD ~lILLER 

GR:\XT. who has been identified with 
many of the most important business 
concerns of :Morgantown, ~Iononga

lia County, West Virginia, is given 

credit by the residents of that city, 
more than to any other man, for its 
great industrial growth and the ex
ploitation of the rich resources of the 
community. Mr. Grant was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1853, and is a son 
of William Grant. 

William Grant ':vas born in En
gland, came to the United States in 
1850 and located at Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he followed the trade of a brick
maker, He was a member of Battery 
B, 1st Ohio Light Artillery, and served 
from 1862 until the close of the war. 
He died in 1900 at the age of 83 years. 
He married Hannah Turner, who was 
born in England and came to the Uni
ted States with her husband in 1850. 
Her death occurred in 1873, aged 56 

xears. 
Edward 1\1. Grant was educated in 

the public schools of Cle\'eland, after 
which he went into the office of Hussey 
& ~fcBride, pioneer oil refiners of 
Cleveland, as office boy, At the age 
of IS years he was keeping books for 
this firm, In 1872 he was sent to the 
oil regions to take charge of the pro
ducing property, then owned by Clark, 
Payne & Company, successors of Hus
sey & McBride. He subsequently pur
chased the interests of his employers in 
that property. He became interested 
in the natural gas business in 1885, 
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Virginia, on September 10, 1872, and 
is a son of David Poe, who moved to 
West Virginia in 1876 and located in 
Upshur County, 

The subject of this sketch worked 
on his father's farm and attended the 
local schools until he was 2 I years of 
age and then began to put his edu
cation to practical use, teaching school 
in ilarbour and Upshur countics, 
Later he entered the Cniversity of 
\Vest Virginia at Morgantown, where 
he remained three years. and where he 
was graduated in IH95, receiving his 
degree of Bachelor of Laws, ~f r, Poe 
then locatetl at Buckh:ulIlon for the 
practice of his profession. and in 1 H9() 

was made the Democratic c<lndi(late for 
the off.cc of prosecuting attorney. 
He was not successful, howe\'er. Oil ac
count of L' Jlshur County heing ()\'er
whelmingly Republinn. He is known 
as a successful practitioner and make, 
a specialty of re:ll cst:lte and land 
titles, 

Personally he is an entertaining' 
cOll1p:lIlion and po"sc,.;st.'s those quali
tics which stamp him as one oi 
r\at11Tc's noblemen. I Ie is of athletic 
moul<1, posscssing a strong. virile man
hood. his every moti<'11 denoting de
termination ancl aggressi\'cness, He 
is onc of those giftc(1 men who arc 
(.'qllal to any emergency, 

CEORCE E, THORNBURC, 

(;EOI{(;E E. THORXBl'R(;. a 

prominent ge:leral men:hant of Bar
hoursville, Cahell County. \\ 'cst \'ir
ginia. was born June 2g, I ~46, in tht 
ahm'e natued county. and is a son oi 
Hon. Thomas and :\Iargaret (:\1 Iller) 
Thornhurg. lie is also a gran<ls():1 
of S~ )Iomon Thornburg. who remove" 
to Cabell Count y from J effers()>\ 
Coullty. Virginia. now \\'est \'irginia, 
in the early settlement of the coullty. 
He locate(1 olle mile fwm Ibrhours
ville and the 1a1l(1 has ne\'er passed out 
of the posse . .;sion of the familv. heill~ 

owned \lOW hy our subject. 
Solomon Thornhurg married :\lary 

Staley ami they reared these chihlren: 
Eli7.abeth. Thomas. John. James and 
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In 1869, Mr. Thornburg was 
united in marriage with Nannie A. 
Wilson, a daughter of James Wilson. 
l\J rs. Thornburg is an active member 
of the Methodist Epi,:;copal Church 
South. 

DANIEL T. BIRTWELL. M. D. 

DA~IEL T. BIRTWELL, M. D., 
a leading physician of Clarksburg, 
\Vest Virginia, has not only achieved 
an honorable rank in his chosen pro
fession, but as a citizen is interested 
in all that concerns the progress and 
development of his locality. He was 
born at Chester, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania, May 24, 1874, and is 
a son of Ebenezer and Margaret 

(Armstrong) Birtwell. The father 
was also born in Chester, and is of 
English descent, while the mother who 
is of Scotch ancestry, was born near 
Swathmore College, 111 Delaware 
County. Both are still residents of 
Chester, where Ebenezer Birtwell has 
long been engaged as a contractor and 
builder. Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell is 
the only son and the second member of 
a family of four children. The Birt
well family has been established in the 
Cnited States for a hundred years. 

Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell attende 1 
the common schools of Chester, com
pleting a three-years course in the 
High School in 1892. His ambition 
was to become a physician and with 
this end in view he started out to earn 
the means with which to pursue his 
studies. After six months in the First 
National Bank of Chester, he went to 
\Vashington. D. C, and was associ
ated with his uncle in the real estate 
husiness. During his second year in 
Washington, he began a scientific 
course in the collegiate department of 
Columbia University, and after com
pleting two full years of college work. 
matriculated in the medical department 
of Columbia University and completed 
the four-years course, graduating with 
the degree of M. D., on May 28, 1900. 
During his last year of study, he was 
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resident interne physician at the Co
lumbia Gniversity Hospital and was 
requested to serve a second year, btlt 
he declined. Going to Ohio, he passed 
the State medical examination there. 
Returning to West Virginia, he passed 
the State Board ~Iedical examination 
and settled for practice at Flemington, 
Taylor County, \Vest Virginia, one 
year later removing to Clarksburg. 
Since that time h~ has been acth'e in hi:; 
profession in that city and is a value<l 
member of the State l\ledical Society, 
and the :\merican ~Iedical Association. 
His hospital and clinical practice ill 
"'ashington gave Dr. Birtwell an op
portunity for study which he did not 
neglect. and his experience has bene
fited his many patients more than 
volumes of reading. although he i~ 

also a close student. In I<)02 he wa,; 
appointed medical examiner for the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
of X ew York, the K ew Englal1'l 
~Iutual Life Insurance Company of 
Boston. :\Iassachusetts. and the Se
curity ~{utual Life Insurance Company 
of Binghamton. Xew York. Both he 
and wife belong to the Goff ~lemorial 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Dr. Birtwell is a self-made man 
and he is justly proud of his success. 
His father sympathized with his am
bitions and was ready to a<h'ance his 

son's interests. but the latter decidd 
to rely entirely upon his own efforts. 
He is a fine specimen of American 
scholarship and professional ability. 

C. C. SCHOOLFIELD. M. D. 

(~. C. SCHOOLFIELD, ~1. D., a 
prominent physician and surgeon ot 
Charleston. Kanawha County, "'est 
"irginia, was hom in Bracken County, 
Kentucky, June 10. IR(>9. and is a son 
of Dr. C. B. and Florence (Holmes) 
Schoolfield. both of whom were also 
natives of Kentuck)·. 

Dr. G. C. Schoolfield is a graduate 
of the ~fedical College of Ohio and 
has heen engaged for many years in 
the successful practice of his profession 
111 Kentucky. The three children born 
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ABRAHAM L. HELMICK. 

:\BR,-\H,\~l 1.. I1EL~llCK, presi

dent of the County Court of Tucker 
County. postmaster at Thomas. \ Vest 
Virginia. and a prominent politician 
and well known citizen of that town, 
was horn in IX(14. at Circleville, Pen
dleton County. \ \" est Yirginia. an(1 is 
a son of :\hram B. and Katherine 

(~t ul1enax) Helmick. 
:\hram B. Helmick. father of our 

suhject. was horn in Highland County. 
Virginia. hut is now a resident of 
Tucker County. \\"est Yirginia. at the 
age of 60 years. In IX6I. under pro
test. he enlisted in the Confederate 

Army. an(1 sen-ed until 1X63. under 
Gen. "Stonewall"' Jackson. His sym
pathies being with the Cnion. he then 
entered the l'nion ,\rmy. In politics 

he is a stanch Republican. His occu
pation through life has been farming. 

The mother of our suhject was born 
in Pendleton County. Virginia, now 
\Yest Virginia. and died at the age of 

3-l years. in 1877. Both parents sup-
, ported the ~lethodist Church, of which 

the\" were most worthy memhers. 
The three children born to them were: 
. \Ihert C. postmaster at Thomas, 
\\'est \' irginia; Georgiana. wife of 

John J. Knotts. a farmer of Tucker 
County; and Ahraham L.. of this 
sketch. 

.-\hram 1.. Helmick is a weIl known 
citizen of this locality and has been 

very prominent in hoth po.tical and 
fraternal circles for a number of 
ye:us. :\ Republican in politics, for 
the past four, years he has heen chair
man of the Fairfax District Repuhlican 
Committee; was elected county com
missioner of Tt:cker County im899; 
and for the past three years has been 
the efficient president of the County 
Court of Tucker County. Cnder the 
administration of President Benjamin 

Harrison. he was appointed postmaster 
of Thomas. \Yest Virginia. and is now 
the acting postmaster of the same 

town. ~J r. IIelmick is a memher of 
Lodge ?\ o. I I I, K. of P., of Hend
ricks, and represented the lodge in the 
Grand Lodge at Charleston, in 1897. 
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He is a charter member of Thomas 

Lodge, No. 145, 1. O. O. F., and rep
resented this lodge in the Grand 
Lodge at Harper's Ferry, in 1896. 

In 1891 Mr. Helmick was married 
to Kate Flynn, who was born in 1862, 
near Yonkers, New York, and died in 
1902. being a daughter of Patrick and 
Katherine Flynn. Two rhildren, Mar

garet Marie and Joseph, survi\'e her. 
She was a devoted memher of the 

Catholic Church. 

HIRAM KENOLEY SHUMATE. 

HIRA:\1 KEXDLEY SHU-

M.\ TE, a prominent citizen of Wi!l
iamson, \Vest Virginia, and the leader 

of the :Mingo County bar, was born in 
that part of Fayette County, Virginia, 
now included in Raleigh County, 

West Virginia, January 10, 1844. He 
is a son of Daniel and Narcissa (Bur
gess) Shumate. 

Daniel Shumate was born in Giles 
County, Virginia, where he became a 
man of substance and importance. He 
served as clerk of both courts of 
Raleigh County from the time of the 
county's formation until his death, in 

1863, at the age of 41 years. Mr. 
Shumate entered the Confederate 
service at the beginning of the Ch·il 
\Var and his death, at a comparati\'ely 
early age, was caused by hardships 
endured as a prisoner of war. He was 
prominent in the Masonic fraternity. 
He was a member of the Baptist 
Church. The mother of our subject 
was horn in Mercer County, then in
cluded in Giles County. and has reached 
the age of 77 years. She is a belove<l 
member of a son's household, at 
Raleigh Court House. She is a mother 
in Israel in the Baptist Church. A 
family of three sons and four daugh
ters was born to Daniel Shumate and 
wife. 

Hiram K. Shumate was educated 
in the local. select and subscriptio'l 
schools and Alleghany College. at 
Blue Sulphur Springs, Virginia. now 
\Vest Virginia, and was a student 
there at the outbreak of the Civil \Var. 
With youthful enthusiasm. he enlisted 
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in Company C, 36th Regiment Vir
gin Infantry, of which Col. John B. 
!\IcCausland was commander. In 1864 
he was captured at the battle of Cloyd'" 
Farm and was incarcerated at Camp 
Chase. Ohio, being exchanged 111 

!\Iarch, 1865, when he returned home 
to Raleigh Court House. 11r. Shu
mate then engaged in school teaching 
for about five years, in the meantime 

employing his leisure moments III 

reading law. \\,hm the lawyer's test 
oath was removed, he \\"2S admitted 
to the har and commenced the practice 
of his profession in Fayette County 
in I8iO. The following year he went 
to Kansas and remained in that State 
for three years and then returned to 
\\'e~t \'irginia. Soon after he was , 
elected prosecuting attorney of \\'yom· 
ing County where he resided until 
I8i9. when he removed to \\'ayne 
County. In 18<)0 he settled in Logan 
County and when the county of ~I ingo 
was formed from Logan. in 18<)5. he 
removed to \\'illiamson. selecting the 
<:ounty seat as a promising field. His 
judgment has been justified. He took 
a very active part in the formation of 
the new county and has a wide repu
tation as a capable, and eloquent law
yer, as well as a progressi\'e and pub
lic spirited citizen. 

In I8()8 ~Ir. Shumate married 

:\iargaret C. Squires, who was born 
in 18.19. in Braxton County, Virginia, 
now \Vest Virginia, and they reared 
a family of nine children, seven of 
these still sun·i\·ing. Mrs. Shumate 
is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Fraternally ~r r. Shumate is a :\1ason 
and an OcId Fellow. Politically he i.:; 

a Democra 1. 

UBA MARION SMITH . 

ELB.\ :\L\RIOX S~IlTH. until 
recently manager of the Grafton office 
of the great \\' eaver Coal & Coke 
Company. of Chicago lI1inois. but now 
located in the interest of this company 
at \\'ea\·er. \\'est \'irginia. was born 
in 18&> at Louisa. Kentucky, and is 






